








Maine Model UN
Conference Enters 2nd Decade

This year’s Maine Model UN Secretary General, Brenna Wid-
dis, a USM senior majoring in International Studies & Politi-
cal Science, reports that high school students will attend the
May 19-21 conference from as far away as Manhattan and
Las Vegas, but the event remains primarily an opportunity for
Maine youth. Any member interested in serving as a “coach”
for the student delegates is invited to contact Brenna (632-
8896 or bwiddis2000@yahoo.com).

Every year between now and May, UNA-Maine asks mem-
bers and friends to contribute financially to our support of the
Maine Model UN. Checks made out to UNA-Maine Educa-
tion Fund may be sent anytime to our treasurer Bob Howe at
Howe & Company, 11 Columbia Street, Augusta, ME 04330.

Thank you.

(Photo courtesy of Michael Wilson, USM)

Lincoln Academy Students Travel to
First Model UN Conference

by Aimee Keushguerian

The Lincoln Academy Model United Nations team just at-
tended their first MUN conference at Harvard, the weekend
of December 11th. As student delegates, we stayed at the
Sheraton Hotel for four days with 3000 other students partici-
pating in the conference.

Our 14 Lincoln Academy delegates represented Guinea and
sat on the Social Humanitarian and Cultural committee, Dis-
armament and International Security, Economic and Finan-
cial, Special Political and Decolonization, Legal, Historical
General, and the World Health Organization committees! We
created mock resolutions and solutions for problems such as
polygamy and chemical warfare.

Harvard Day was on day two of the conference, when the
delegates were able to stroll around the campus, and pick up
brochures of the university. We were given the privilege of
sitting in classrooms for an afternoon session, seeing how it
really is at Harvard.

But the conference was not all work! Being in a hotel with
3000 other students opened up the floor for socializing with
people from all over the world. There was a delegate social,
Saturday night, a great place to unwind after three days of
hard work, it was a wonderful place to meet people like my-
self who are considering continuing in the field of interna-
tional affairs.

Our school had a magnificent first conference experience and
is looking forward to our next one, in April at Dartmouth!

[T ]here are great expectations pinned on the

... presidency of Barack Obama. ... To me, that
means change in the approach to re-entering the
international family, maximizing their role, and
playing their role as a very important force in the
world to engender again the kind of cooperation
between states that we are seeking.

~ UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Navi Pillay, at UN headquarters on 9 December,
the day before the 60th anniversary of adoption of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

America cannot solve the most pressing problems
on our own, and the world cannot solve them with-
out America. The best way to advance America’s
interest in reducing global threats and seizing
global opportunities is to design and implement
global solutions. This isn’t a philosophical point.
This is our reality.

~ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, at her confir-
mation hearing before the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee on 13 January 2009




News Bites from UN Wire

(www.smartbrief.com/un_wire/) selected by Bruce Stedman

11/18/08 » The outbreak of piracy presents an opportunity for
the United States to recommit to international accords like the
law of the sea, and possibly even the ICC. Clearly it will take
some sort of aggressive response — coupled with peaceful efforts
on Somalia’s mainland, of course, to deter pirates from further
increasing their lucrative banditry (UN Dispatch).

11/24 « It’s something of an understatement to say that Presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama is admired here in Ethiopia. Outside
the UNICEF headquarters, a young street vendor was hawking
bootleg copies of Obama’s acceptance speech at the Democratic
National Convention (UN Dispatch).

12/10 » The Declaration at 60. Sixty years ago, the United
Nations adopted the International Declaration of Human Rights.
“This concept of universal rights is under attack by some who
think it is a western construct,” writes Barbara Crossette in The
Nation. “Probably one of the essential issues in international
human rights currently is the rise of cultural relativism and
a pushback against the concept of universality,” said Louise
Arbour, former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Some observers note that this perception stems in part from
governments in the US and Western Europe that more keenly
observe human rights when it comes to freedom of conscience
than to freedom from want.

12/15 » Some movement but no real consensus at climate
talks. Individual commitments to cut carbon gas emissions,
such as Australia’s announcement that it would cut rates by at
least 5% by 2020, were the most tangible outcome of the cli-
mate talks in Poland this month. While countries agreed to keep
talking on an agreement to succeed the Kyoto Treaty when it
expires in 2012, some observers worry that too many differences
remain to negotiate a broad international treaty (7ime).

12/26 * Bethlehem logs record tourism despite strict Israeli
security. The West Bank is experiencing an uptick in tourism,
one of few positive notes serving to boost Palestine’s economy.
Millions of tourists visited Bethlehem considered by Christians
to be the historical birthplace of Jesus. Despite the fact that
tourists must pass through the Israeli security fence to reach Pal-
estinian territory, hotels are at capacity and tourism has nearly
doubled over 2007 levels (The Christian Science Monitor).

12/30  Piot raised HIV/AIDS profile. As Dr Peter Piot pre-
pares to step down as head of the UN’s AIDS program after 13
years, he leaves a battle not yet won. But Dr Piot succeeded in
convincing world leaders of the importance of fighting AIDS
and educating people about how the disease is transmitted. The
global concern Piot helped develop has driven awareness and
funding and helped lower the cost of life-extending drugs for
millions of people (New York Times).

1/05/09 « US thwarts cease-fire endorsement. While Arab,
European and United Nations leaders have put their weight be-
hind calls for a cease-fire in Gaza, the US has blocked a Security
Council statement to that effect (Toronto Globe and Mail).

1/06 * Former UN Ambassador John Bolton and former US
deputy assistant attorney general (and infamous “torture memo”’
architect) John Yoo join hands in The Washington Post to attack
an entirely baseless prediction that the Obama administration
insidiously plans to bypass the Senate in negotiating certain
“Draconian” treaties (UN Dispatch).

1/09 ¢ An agency that is a lifeline for 750,000 Palestinian
refugees in Gaza (UNRWA) suspended food delivery opera-
tions after Israeli strikes killed two of its drivers and injured a
third on the 13th day of an offensive launched with the stated
aim of ending Hamas militant rocket attacks into Israel (UN
Dispatch).

1/12 « UN Human Rights Council condemns Israel. The UN
Human Rights Council has adopted a resolution condemning
Israel for “grave” human rights violations in its Gaza campaign.
33 nations voted for the resolution, while 13 European countries
abstained and Canada rejected it (Agence France-Presse).

1/13 « Obama on Guantanamo: “[O]ur legal teams are work-
ing in consultation with our national security apparatus as we
speak to help design exactly what we need to do. But I don’t
want to be ambiguous about this. We are going to close Guan-
tdnamo and we are going to make sure that the procedures we
set up are ones that abide by our constitution. That is not only
the right thing to do but it actually has to part of our broader
national security strategy because we will send a message to the
world that we are serious about our values” (UN Dispatch).

[T ]he foundation for solidarity between peoples
and nations should be based not on who we are
against, but on the idea of who we are and the
values we share.

~ UK Foreign Secretary David Miliband,
The Guardian 15 January 2009




CALENDAR

8 March - International Women'’s Day

19-21 May - Maine Model UN Conference
FMI: www.memunc.org

e UNA-Maine regularly seeks to share
programs with other organizations

having UN-related concerns. If interested,
e-mail <thesil@midcoast.com>.

® Looking for a speaker on a UN-related
topic for a school, civic club, political
meeting, or religious gathering?

E-mail <thesil@midcoast.com>.

Susan knows the global challenges we face
demand global institutions that work.

She shares my belief that the UN is an
indispensable [though] imperfect forum.

~ President Barack Obama, on his appointment
of Susan Rice as US Ambassador to the United
Nations, Washington Post,2 December 2008

In 2002, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton told
her Senate colleagues:

The UN deserves our support. Whenever possible
we should work through it and strengthen it, for it
enables the world to share the risks and burdens
of global security, and when it acts, it confers a
legitimacy that increases the likelihood of long-
term success. The UN can help lead the world into
a new era of global cooperation, and the United
States should support that goal.

Maine Chapter of the UNA-USA
PO Box 397
Waldoboro, ME 04572




