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War & Reconciliation Event at USM
by Ernestine King

As one of the sponsors, UNA-Maine’s information table was 
well placed April 14 at the inner entrance to Hannaford Hall 
on the University of Southern Maine campus. Crowds that 
streamed by had come to focus on “War and Reconciliation: 
from Child Soldiers to Community Healers”. Author Ishma-
el Beah was to speak as the Douglas M. Schair lecturer on 
Genocide and Human Rights. A native of Sierra Leone, his 
experience as a boy soldier had led in 2007 to the publishing 
of his story, A Long Way Gone. Many young people gathering 
had read as class assignment this vivid account of loving fam-
ily, then drugs and violence, an AK-47 ever at the side. The 
audience appeared excited over hearing this youthful writer 
speak.

Ishmael Beah appeared composed and articulate, crediting 
United Nations programs for his UNICEF-sponsored reha-
bilitation in Sierra Leone, then for his last two years of high 
school at the United Nations International School in New 
York City. Sheltered by a warm New Yorker foster mother 
who encouraged his education, he went on to college, where a 
creative writing teacher inspired him to record this memoir.

Originally composed as fiction, A Long Way Gone attracted 
certain criticisms once it was transformed to autobiography. 
But the 28-year-old author, still haunted by memories of being 

Former MEMUNC Leader Awarded 
Fulbright Scholarship

Julia Edwards, former MEMUNC leader at USM and former 
UNA-Maine Board member, who is now a graduate student 
at Seton Hall University in the Whitehead School of Diplo-
macy & International Relations, has been awarded a Fulbright 
English Teaching Assistantship in Norway for ten months. 
She expects to organize Model UN activities there. According 
to the University’s website, Julia intends to become a high 
school teacher, “using her extensive international experience 
to broaden her students’ education”.

Above left: Julia Edwards

Above, right: Louise Hudson and  
Ernestine King greeting the public at 

UNA-Maine’s table organized by 
Al Niese and Suzanne Hedrick at the 

Schair Lecture, USM, 14 April 2009
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Funding for UN Peacekeeping

From UNA-USA: In April “President Obama took a major 
step toward restoring America’s influence & honor by submit-
ting an ambitious request to Congress for $836.9 million in 
supplementary fiscal year 2009 funding for UN peacekeep-
ing. This significant proposal will allow the United States to 
cover shortfalls in our financial obligations to UN peacekeep-
ing missions that we have approved in the Security Council”, 
helping to “stabilize some of the most critical global hotspots, 
such as Congo, Lebanon, Côte d’Ivoire, Haiti, and Darfur. 
Failure by the United States to pay its agreed-upon share of 
UN peacekeeping costs not only threatens the effectiveness of 
these important missions, it also erodes US credibility within 
the international community. ”

The Problem: Congress is expected to complete its work on 
the President’s supplemental funding request by the end of 
May. “As the request works its way through Congress, the UN 
peacekeeping funds are a ripe target for lawmakers eager to 
pare back federal spending” (or appear to do so).

What To Do:  Constituents can “make a difference by con-
tacting legislators in support of the full $836.9 million for UN 
peacekeeping” — to “help improve the situation on the ground 
in conflict zones and help repair America’s global leadership 
by fulfilling our commitments to UN peacekeeping and the 
international community”. Use their websites to e-mail them, 
or write c/o local offices (listed in the telephone book).

forced to kill or be killed, stands by his compelling narrative. 
He is working to create a foundation that will save boys and 
girls forced to bear arms, as he was. His vision is to offer them 
options, as he was offered chances to turn his life around a 
decade ago.

Following a brief question and answer session, then a trib-
ute to victims of genocide, Libby Hoffman, President of 
Portland-based Catalyst for Peace, offered a remarkable film, 
“Fambul Tok”, produced in village settings within Sierra Le-
one. Though twelve years of civil war are technically over, 
bitterness and alienation have remained. In an extraordinary 
recording of “family talk”, with villagers seated in the dark 
around a communal fire, the film-maker has caught the tra-
ditional technique for resolving conflict in West Africa. Here 
is poignant testimony showing the power that comes through 
talking over grievances, drawing back from taking revenge 
on those who had once murdered and burned, embracing one 
another finally in forgiveness.

It is of little consequence that this work-in-progress is offered 
without the glitziness of a Hollywood production. What it 
reveals is that dialogue is the route to resolution of conflict, 
to forgiveness and peace between people who once practiced 
murderous revenge upon one another. This film deserves com-
pletion, and a wide audience. In a frantic word beringed with 
violent hot-spots, our United Nations, created for peace-mak-
ing, could use it as evidence of that faith in common humanity 
of which Ishmael Beah spoke so eloquently.

Susan Rice, US Ambassador to the United Nations, 
from Rwandan Genocide Remembrance Day remarks at the UN, April 2009:

… Rwanda did not suffer from “ancient hatreds” … It suffered from modern demagogues. …
It suffered from those who were willing to kill in the warped name of ethnic difference, from 
those who saw division and death as a path to power. And it suffered from an international 
community, international institutions, and individual governments — including my own — that 
failed to act in the face of a vast, unfolding evil. … Nothing anyone can ever say will ever make 
it right.
	 Today, what we can do — both for the victims and for those whose daily lives are still 
marred by the aftereffects of the genocide — is to rededicate ourselves to our shared commit-
ment to human rights and human dignity. 
	 We believe that even in war, there are rules. We believe that even in the pursuit of 
power, there are limits. We believe that even in a violent world, there are rights. We must be 
voices for action, even if we are sometimes lonely ones. …
	 In the early days of this new century, we must work together to apply the lessons of 
the last century’s bitter succession of genocides. We must work together to mete out justice to 
the perpetrators. 
	 We must work together to build up the capacity of every nation and of the world to 
respond surely and swiftly to mass slaughter. We must develop a collective will to respond when 
tragedies occur. And we must work together to prevent conflict before an ember becomes a 
blaze.
	 Despite all the blood that has been shed — or perhaps because of it — we still believe 
that “hatreds shall someday pass”, as my president, President Obama, has put it. We still 
believe in the promise that, in his words, “as the world grows smaller, our common humanity 
shall reveal itself”.
	 Until that day comes, we bow our heads to mark the memory of those who were slain. 
And we bow our heads to mark the sorrow of all who stood by.

Nicholas Kristof, 
“Watching Darfuris Die”, 

New York Times, 
8 March 2009:

I was on the Chad-Darfur 
border [recently], talking to 
Darfuri refugees, and they 
worried that Mr. Bashir 
might lash out after an ar-
rest warrant. But they still 
rejoiced at the prospect, as a 
sign that the deaths of their 
loved ones mattered and …
that impunity for murder and 
rape might be coming to an 
end. Not a single Darfuri I 
spoke to favored a delay in 
International Criminal Court 
proceedings.

Recognizing that the decision 
to issue an arrest warrant for 
the president of Sudan “may  
have unpredictable conse-
quences”, UNA-USA praised 
it as a step toward account-
ability for atrocities.



1/23/09 • Obama dials back Bush’s “War on Terror”.  President 
Barack Obama reaffirmed the rule of law over US foreign policy, 
dialing back a number of the expansive and, to many experts, illegal 
powers invested in the executive branch during the Bush administra-
tion. Obama prohibited the CIA from maintaining secret prisons and 
nullified every legal opinion regarding interrogations issued by any 
executive branch lawyer since the 9/11 attacks. In addition, Obama 
banned the practices of torture and rendition and called for new rules 
regarding the treatment and legal situation of detainees – effectively 
ending the Bush-era “war on terror” (Washington Post).

1/25 • Obama lifts global gag rule. In a statement timed to generate 
minimal publicity, US President Barack Obama announced the reversal 
of a long-standing policy that prevented the US from funding any 
groups that provided abortions to women or advised women on abor-
tion as a health care option.  Obama additionally pledged to work with 
Congress to provide funding to the UN Population Fund.  Obama said: 
“By resuming funding to UNFPA, the US will be joining 180 other 
donor nations working collaboratively to reduce poverty, improve the 
health of women and children, prevent HIV/AIDS, and provide family 
planning assistance to women in 154 countries” (The Nation)
.
1/27 • US Ambassador to the UN Susan Rice on Middle East Ini-
tiatives. “I will listen. I will engage. And I will work to advance the 
United States’ interest, recognizing that in many, many instances, our 
national interests are best advanced when we are working hand in hand 
with that of others” (in her first “press availability”).

2/4 • Clinton sends Iran warning with olive branch. In her first 
meeting with UK counterpart David Miliband, US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton emphasized a collaborative approach for countering 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions and otherwise urging the nation to rejoin the 
international community (The Independent).

2/19 • UN opens negotiations on Security Council expansion.  Nego-
tiations on how to enlarge the 15-member UN Security Council opened 
with a closed session to determine procedures for what is expected 
to be a year-long process. Developing nations have long objected to 
the power held by the Council’s five veto-holding members:  the US, 
Russia, Britain, France and China. While the majority of UN members 
agree that the panel should be expanded, there is no consensus on the 
various plans that have been suggested (Reuters).

3/10 • North Korea cuts off contact as South Korea begins war 
games with US. Pyongyang cut its direct hotline to Seoul and amassed 
troops in battle-ready stations along the border in response to war 
games initiated by the US and South Korea, marking a dramatic in-
crease in tensions along the Korean border. US Army General  Walter 
Sharp insisted the war games were routine annual exercises, if larger 
than in previous years (Financial Times).

3/12 • After 40 years, France to rejoin NATO command.  Declaring 
an end to a policy outlook that has guided French national security 
for more than 40 years, President Nicolas Sarkozy announced that 
France would rejoin NATO as a full-fledged member. Sarkozy seeks 
to bolster France’s stake in international decision-making and to forge 
closer relations with the US – relations that were strained severely 
during the administrations of George W. Bush and Jacques Chirac 
(Washington Post).

News Bites from UN Wire
(www.smartbrief.com/un_wire/) selected by Bruce Stedman

3/11 • Ban, Obama discuss joint concerns, solutions. UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon met with US President Barack Obama to discuss 
Darfur, climate change and a full slate of pressing global issues. The 
meeting, so soon into Obama’s tenure, was touted by officials as proof 
of his commitment to the UN, while UN Foundation Vice President 
Peter Yeo called it the “beginning of the establishment of a close 
relationship between the two” (Bloomberg).

3/18 • China, EU considering major revisions in advance of cli-
mate change conference. UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change Executive Secretary Yvo de Boer urged the European Union  
to keep an agreement to finance efforts among developing nations to 
curb carbon emissions – part of a framework for combating climate 
change made in Bali in 2007.  China also seeks to significantly adjust 
the framework for a new climate deal to replace the Kyoto protocol 
by asking consumer nations, rather than producing nations, to pay the 
carbon price for products (International Herald Tribune).

3/19 • Forum meets to discuss water as right, investment, weapon. 
Government [and corporate] officials met with NGO leaders in Istanbul 
for the World Water Forum, where discussion of global water policy 
turned toward a debate about the implications of designating access to 
clean water as a fundamental human right. China, Canada, the US and 
some other countries have resisted the effort to enshrine clean water 
as a fundamental human right on grounds that it might require them 
to share water resources (Christian Science Monitor).

3/26 • Chinese investment push in Africa fails to materialize.  Citing 
political and economic instability, China is retreating from aggressive 
plans to invest in Africa, dashing the expectations of the Congo, Guinea 
and other fragile but commodity-rich nations. “The Congolese have 
raised expectations so much that they could rely on Chinese and turn 
their backs on Western donors, and in the process, they have probably 
managed to alienate people who were willing to help”, the head of a 
British advocacy organization said (New York Times).

3/30 • Ban praises Arab peace initiative, calls on Israel to stop 
settling.  During the Arab summit, UN SG Ban Ki-moon called on 
Israel to freeze settlements and ease conditions in Gaza. He praised 
the 2002 Arab peace initiative as central to a full peace settlement 
between Israel and Palestine (Mail & Guardian).

4/10 • UN Foundation commends Obama.  “The UN Foundation 
commends President Obama for his request to Congress for $836 
million for United Nations peacekeeping as part of the FY 2009 
Supplemental Funding request. The US supported the creation of 
all of these peacekeeping missions, which are vital to US national 
security interests, and now we must pay our share of the bill” (UN 
Foundation).

4/15 • Nascent Somali regime wants to fight its own pirates.  So-
malia’s new prime minister Omar Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke has said 
the battle against pirates must take place on land, and he has requested 
international funding to prosecute that battle (Los Angeles Times).
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• UNA-Maine regularly seeks to share 
programs with other organizations 
having UN-related concerns. If interested, 
e-mail <thesil@midcoast.com>.

• Looking for a speaker on a UN-related 
topic for a school, civic club, political 
meeting, or religious gathering? 
E-mail <thesil@midcoast.com>.

Maine Chapter of the UNA-USA
PO Box 397
Waldoboro, ME 04572

19–21 May - Maine Model UN Conference - 
FMI: www.memunc.org

June - Anti-Torture Month - FMI: www.
mainecouncilofchurches.org/nototorture

17 July - International Justice Day - 
FMI: www.amicc.org

8 August - Brunswick Peace Fair - UNA table

2009 CHALLENGESCALENDAR
In the past, our failure to pay all of our dues and 
to pay them on a timely basis has constrained the 
UN’s performance and deprived us of the ability 
to use our influence most effectively to promote 
reform. [President] Obama believes the US should 
pay our dues to the UN in full and on time.

~ Susan Rice, US Ambassador 
	 to the United Nations, April 2009

We see great potential for working with the new 
US administration and the American people to 
maximize the important ‘win-win’ relationship 
between the United Nations and the United States. 
I look forward to the opportunity to serve the UNA 
and to help it achieve this important mission.

~ Ambassador Thomas Miller, 
	 new UNA-USA President, April 2009 


