








ICC & US ~ Action Request

Eleven years ago, on 17 July 1998, a United Nations confer-
ence adopted the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court (ICC). The Court’s birthday is now celebrated around
the world as a UN success story. The ICC is about to hold a
review conference to evaluate its performance and to shape
its future. The United States supported the establishment of
a permanent international criminal court, a court that now
reflects American values of justice and the rule of law. Yet
the US has so far been absent from the preparations for this
review conference. The Obama administration is now deter-
mining its ICC policy and needs to hear from us. Please tell
President Obama that you think the US should resume being
part of developing the ICC. One may do so at the UNA-USA
website (www.unausa.org) or by adapting the following letter
prepared by AMICC:

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Please have the United States participate in all future meet-
ings of the International Criminal Court (ICC), including the
2010 Review Conference and the current preparations under-
way for it. Participation will not prejudice the current policy
review of US-ICC policy but will inform and enrich it. This is
especially urgent because of the rapid approach of the Review
Conference and because the preparations at the United Na-
tions in New York are happening now.

Active and constructive US attendance at the ICC Review
Conference in 2010 and at the meetings preparing for it offers
substantial benefits for American national interests and for the
United States’ international reputation and ability to influence
other countries. There would be a very small investment of
time, money and effort. The American Bar Association and a
task force of the American Society of International Law have
urged the United States to do this.

The United States has already taken steps that allow it to par-
ticipate as an observer in the ICC’s Assembly of States Parties
with all the rights and privileges except voting. The Review
Conference will examine the performance of the Court and
the adequacy of the Rome Statute so far. The conference’s
mandate calls for amendment into the Rome Statute of the
crime of aggression if a definition and description of the crime
and the role of the UN Security Council can be agreed, for
possible other amendments, and for consideration of other im-
provements not requiring amendments.

Turge you to act to engage now in the ICC Review Conference
preparations or the opportunity will be lost.

Sincerely,

US Peacekeeping Debt Settlement

$900 million for UN peacekeeping — representing the pay-
ment of $175 million in arrears, according to the UN Foun-
dation — was ncluded in the House of Representatives’ war
funding bill. It also passed the Senate, 91-5. “This is a strong
indication of the Obama administration’s commitment to
working with the UN,” said UN spokeswoman Michele Mon-
tas (Associated Press, 18 June).

Members of UNA-Maine leadership groups participated
in a retreat (planned by Wendy Hazard, Thesil Morlan
and Sarah Walton) at Thornton Oaks in Brunswick (ar-
rangements made by Anne Brautigam) to consider ways
of handling difficult UN-related questions in various set-
tings: classrooms, tables, formal Q&A, casual conver-
sation. Top, from left: Louise Hudson, Trudi Schneider,
Brenna Widdis, Sarah Walton; bottom, from left: Andrea
Keushguerian, Mac Deford (obscured), Suzanne He-
drick, Anne Brautigam, Bruce Stedman; not pictured:
Wendy Hazard, Ernestine King, Thesil Morlan, Al Niese.




News Bites from UN Wire

(www.smartbrief.com/un_wire/) selected by Bruce Stedman

4/17/09 « Divide over Palestine evident in US-Israel talks. Divisions
over statehood for Palestinians and other issues emerged in the first peace
talks conducted between Israeli representatives and US special envoy
George Mitchell. An official from the office of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Israel feared a Palestinian state could become the province
of Hamas, much like the Gaza Strip (Los Angeles Times).

4/19 « UN officials: US bound to investigate, prosecute torture. The US
is legally bound as a signatory to the UN Convention against Torture to
prosecute those who use torture tactics. And US President Barack Obama’s
decision not to prosecute US intelligence personnel who used such tactics
violates international law, the UN special rapporteur on torture Manfred
Nowak said (BBC).

4/20 « Dozens of diplomats walk out on Ahmadinejad. Several dozen
diplomats walked out of a meeting at the UN conference on racism in
Geneva during a speech in which Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
denounced Israel as “totally racist”. Nine western nations, including the US
and Israel, boycotted the conference, fearing it would feature anti-Semitic
rhetoric. Ahmadinejad was interrupted several times by protesters dressed
as clowns (London Times).

4/22 « Obama calls for Mideast summit in Washington. US President
Barack Obama has invited the leaders of Egypt, Israel and the Palestin-
ian territories to Washington for talks during in hopes of picking up a
peace process that sputtered under the George W. Bush administration,
and faces daunting odds in the wake of the war in Gaza and the election
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Obama has promoted Middle
East talks with urgency, but his administration has not indicated whether
it will pursue concrete positions or merely serve to facilitate talks (Los
Angeles Times).

4/23 « China asserting new authority in global financial shakeup.
China is leveraging new authority in the wake of the global financial
crisis, becoming a lender for nations who would not have thought before
to ask China for help, challenging the primacy of the dollar, and placing
blame for the global recession squarely on the West. Chinese officials
and outside analysts are discussing a “Beijing Consensus” to replace the
“Washington Consensus” on guiding the growth of developing nations
(The Washington Post).

4/29 » Taiwan to gain observer status at WHO. China signaled support
Wednesday for a Taiwanese bid to participate in the World Health As-
sembly. Beijing long has blocked efforts by Taiwan to assert itself on the
international stage (The Associated Press).

5/19 « Obama, Netanyahu agree broadly on issues but diverge on what
to do. US President Barack Obama and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu share broadly the goals of preventing Iran from achieving
nuclear arms and finding peace between Israel and Palestine, but the
emphasis both place on these goals diverges greatly. Netanyahu declined
to endorse a two-state solution to the conflict, making clear his interest
in diverting Iran’s nuclear ambitions outweighed his interest in resolving
the conflict with Palestine. In meeting for the first time as nations’ leaders,
the two discussed a timetable for action with regard to Iran. It was the first
time Obama has appeared willing to discuss a timetable for negotiations.
Other issues on which the two diverge include freezing Israeli settlements
and the Gaza blockade (The Washington Post).

5/19 « Ban taps Clinton as Haiti envoy. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon has named Bill Clinton its special envoy for Haiti after the former
US president pledged to apply his substantial philanthropic weight behind
efforts to help the poor storm-ravaged island country. Haitian Prime Min-
ister Michele Pierre-Louis thanked Ban for selecting a committed friend
to help Haiti meet its challenges (The Miami Herald).

5/21 « Ahmadinejad announces launch of advanced surface-to-surface
missile. President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad announced the successful
launch of the Sejil-2 surface-to-surface, solid-fuel missile — a rocket ca-
pable of reaching targets in Israel and the Persian Gulf. Ahmadinejad boasts
the weapon features “advanced technology” that makes it more precise
that Iran’s Shahab missiles. Italy’s foreign Minister, who was preparing to
embark on a diplomatic mission to Iran despite a European Union prohibi-
tion, abruptly canceled his trip after Ahmadinejad said he wanted to meet
at the site of the missile launch. Critics suggest the missile was timed for
the start of the Iranian campaign season (Los Angeles Times).

5/28 « Settlements under debate as US, Israel disagree over expansion.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is under increasing pressure
to support continued expansion by Jewish settlements in the West Bank,
despite the firm US opposition to new settlements voiced by Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton. Netanyahu dismantled two outposts in response to
calls from President Obama that Israel freeze all new settlements and de-
velopment. The Obama administration believes that a freeze on settlements
would lead to moderation among Israel’s neighbors and could reinvigorate
the peace process (The Washington Post).

6/2 * Russia, China call for “convincing response” to North Korea
nuclear test. Russia and China are calling upon the UN Security Council
to issue a “convincing response” to North Korea’s recent nuclear test,
while emphasizing the problem will yield only to political and diplomatic
means. The two nations urged a resumption of six-party talks to convince
North Korea that ignoring UN resolutions concerning nonproliferation will
not be allowed, while calming its “‘justified security concerns”, Russia’s
Foreign Ministry said (Reuters).

6/4 « Obama calls for alliance in Cairo address. President Obama
delivered an ambitious address at Cairo University in Egypt, outlining a
vision for reconciliation and cooperation between the Muslim world and
the West — a vision geared as much toward the US and Israel as to other
Middle Eastern nations. Obama reserved specific, and sometimes scolding,
language for several nations, calling for democratic reforms in Egypt, an
end to the expansion of Israeli settlements and for Hamas to recognize
Israel’s right to exist. Osama bin Laden attempted to preempt Obama by
releasing a video rebuttal before the speech (Washington Post.).

6/8 » Center-right to far-right parties make gains in European Parlia-
ment elections. Elections to the European Parliament saw considerable
gains for the right-of-center parties across Europe, with extreme-right
and anti-immigration parties picking up seats in the Netherlands, Austria,
Denmark, Slovakia and Hungary. Ruling parties — such as the UK’s Labor
Party, Germany’s Social Democrats and France’s Socialist Party — were
handed historic defeats in a record-low turnout (BBC).

6/11 » Can North Korea be deterred? As the UN and member nations
look for solutions to North Korea’s recent aggression, the options look
slim. Economic sanctions on luxury goods and other materials are unlikely
to reach Kim Jong I1 and other top North Korean officials. Though China
has stepped up its efforts to nudge North Korea toward negotiations, it
fears the consequences should its neighbor collapse. Efforts since 2006 to
shut out North Korea from the international banking system have shown
more promise (Los Angeles Times).

7/16 » The schoolboy days of Kim Jong Un. Interviews with students
who attended a Swiss state school with Kim Jong Un, the third son of Kim
Jon Il and the likely successor to the leadership of North Korea, reveal him
to be a well-heeled student with a passion for basketball and a taste for
conspicuous consumption. But it is unknown whether his time in the West
affected his values in a significant way. Mysteries surround the youngest
Kim, who has not been photographed or otherwise appeared in Korean
media since his schooling in 1998 (The Washington Post).




CALENDAR

25-27 September - Common Ground Coun-
try Fair, Unity - UNA table (please volunteer!)

24 October - UN Day - Observance TBA
5 December - UNA-Maine Annual Meeting -

Thomas Miller

e UNA-Maine regularly seeks to share
programs with other organizations

having UN-related concerns. If interested,
e-mail <thesil@midcoast.com>.

® Looking for a speaker on a UN-related
topic for a school, civic club, political
meeting, or religious gathering?

E-mail <thesil@midcoast.com>.

8 August - Brunswick Peace Fair - UNA table

Guest speaker: new UNA-USA CEO, Ambassador

Maine Model UN 2009 comments:

Jack Thompson, a UNA member who served as a MeMUNC
coach this year:

The kids seemed so well-prepared, knew all the pro-
cedural stuff, were able to get in the spirit of their
home country’s perspective...

A faculty member from one of the participating high schools:

This experience over 3 days is a great way to learn
a lot about the UN. At the same time there’s a so-
cial dimension ...that all together gives kids an an-
ticipation of college life, 24/7. So many intangibles
here. They’ll remember it forever.

Maine Chapter of the UNA-USA
PO Box 397
Waldoboro, ME 04572




