


Model UNs ~ more news ...

ARMENIA - Aimee and Lucca Keushguerian and their
mother Andrea — who were involved in Model UN activi-
ties at Lincoln Academy last year, are in Armenia this year,
where they “do not want to miss a year of peace keeping”. So,
Andrea reports: After inquiring about starting a high school
MUN in Yerevan, we were invited to a press conference with
the Armenian delegates (college) who attended [a] global
MUN conference in Geneva (“Millennium Development
Goals - Lifting the Bottom Billion out of Poverty”). This led
us to becoming acquainted with the AUNA (Armenia United
Nations Association). We had the UNDPI and AUNA people
for dinner and started a dialog on an MUN for high school
students. We have found in Yerevan that the AUNA group is
very active (through college age) and more than willing to
start a high school group. They will help advise a group and
even help to solicit from the schools here for attendees. ... The
UNDPI has been great in getting the approval of the Minister
of Education so that ... it is a sanctioned project. ... Aimee
and Lucca are currently involved with making a short film on
disarmament with this group. They ... will submit it [to] the
UN competition. It is all very exciting.

... and coming events:

BOWDOIN COLLEGE - Nattawan Junboonta and Farhan
Rahman, of the Bowdoin College Model UN Club, are help-
ing to plan and promote our post-UN Day event at Bowdoin
College, featuring policy analyst Tad Daley, JD, PhD, Writ-
ing Fellow with International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War, the Nobel Peace Laureate disarmament advoca-
cy organization. Mr Daley will give a public talk on Thursday,
5 November, at 7:30pm in Moulton Union, on Apocalypse
Never: Forging the Path to a Nuclear-Weapon-Free World,
the title of his forthcoming book from Rutgers University
Press. The following day (6 November), he will join students
for a discussion of international NGO careers.

PORTLAND - MEMUNC graduate Jelena Sarenac is again
representing the UNA-Maine Executive Committee in the
planning of a Human Rights Day event being organized by
the Portland Amnesty International chapter, and our liaison
to the Maine Alliance for the International Criminal Court
(MAICCQ), Patrick Downey of Bangor, has been asked to lead
the discussion on that occasion, following portions of a recent
film on the ICC, “The Reckoning* (see back page).
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Nobel Peace Prize

“Nothing, not even the Nobel Peace Prize, can set the bar any higher for President Obama
than he’s already set it for himself.”

On 9 October 2009, Ambassador Thomas J. Miller, presi-
dent of the United Nations Association of the USA, issued
the following statement ~

The United Nations Association of the USA congratulates
President Barack Obama for winning the 2009 Nobel Peace
Prize. During his term in office so far, the president of the
United States has demonstrated a strong commitment to in-
ternational cooperation and problem-solving. His speech
on September 23 to delegates at the opening of the 64th ses-
sion of the United Nations General Assembly, as well as his
chairmanship of a summit-level meeting on September 24 at
the Security Council on nuclear nonproliferation and disar-
mament underscore the president’s belief that solving global
challenges requires global responses.

“We very much agree with the Nobel Committee’s view that
President Obama has ‘created a new climate in international
politics’,” said UNA-USA President Thomas J. Miller. [He]
cited Obama’s address to the UN in which the president em-
phasized the potential of the UN, saying, “We have sought in
word and deed a new era of engagement with the world.”
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At the United Nations, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
congratulated President Obama, calling the award

great news for President Obama, for the people of the United
States and for the United Nations. We are entering an era of
renewed multilateralism, a new era where the challenges fac-
ing humankind demand global common cause and uncommon
global effort. President Obama embodies the new spirit of
dialogue and engagement on the world’s biggest problems:
climate change, nuclear disarmament and a wide range of
peace and security challenges.

“We congratulate President Obama as a fellow Nobel Lau-
reate and welcome this recognition that achieving a nuclear
weapons free world is critical,” said John Pastore, physician,
co-recipient of the 1985 Nobel award to International Physi-
cians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, the organization of
our UN Day speaker.




Advocacy & Political Developments

Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty ~ When it awarded the No-
bel Peace Prize to President Obama, the prize committee said
it “attached special importance to Obama’s vision of and work
for a world without nuclear weapons”. UNA-USA had reaf-
firmed exactly that commitment in a resolution adopted by
its national convention in June (available at <www.unausa.
org/Document.Doc?id=482>) and in a similar resolution that
won unanimous approval in August at the World Federation
of United Nations Associations assembly in Korea, calling
for “member states to support and implement energetically
decisions taken by the Security Council to discourage, deter,
or disrupt development by states of nuclear weapons capa-
bilities”. The leadership of UNA’s chapters and divisions has
asked local UNA activists to contact their Senators to convey
the resolution to them, and to appeal to them to support US
ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty — “the first
step the United States must take, to hold together the global
coalition against any would-be nuclear proliferators”.

Climate Change ~ We were also asked this month to contact
our Members of Congress to convey UNA-USA’s recently
adopted statement calling for international action on climate
change. The resolution adopted at the UNA-USA national
membership convention this summer (see <www.unausa.org/
Document.Doc?id=493>) called on Congress to “enact man-
datory domestic limits on greenhouse gas emissions and other
priority remediation measures”. We are pleased that the House
of Representatives already has taken action on legislation to
accomplish this, and are urging the Senate to do the same be-
fore the final round of climate negotiations in Copenhagen in
late fall. UNA-USA also presented to the World Federation
of United Nations Associations assembly in Korea in August
a resolution that won consensus approval, calling for “major
and enforceable reduction targets particularly on industrial-
ized countries, as well as commitments by major developing
countries to limit their growth” (see <www.wfuna.org>).

Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space ~ Also this
summer, the UNA-USA National Convention unanimously
adopted a resolution on “The Peaceful Uses of Outer Space”,
introduced by the Nebraska Division and seven co-sponsors.
The resolution urges the Obama White House to “join with
the rest of the international community” in voting for the an-
nual UN resolution on PAROS (“Prevention of an Arms Race
in Outer Space”). In twenty-five years, the US — a major
space-faring nation — has never once voted in favor of the
PAROS resolution, which merely calls for negotiating a treaty
to preserve space for peace. So, in preparation for this year’s
PAROS votes in the Conference on Disarmament and the
General Assembly, the Nebraska Division has been working
with three NGOs — WILPF (Women'’s International League
for Peace and Freedom), the Nuclear Age Peace Foundation

and the Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power
in Space — to coordinate a campaign in Washington to rally
congressional support for PAROS negotiations. In mid-Octo-
ber they asked us to seek support from Representative Pingree
for a “sign-on letter” to the Obama Administration urging US
support both for the PAROS resolution vote and good-faith
negotiations on a new treaty to halt the “weaponization” of
space.

UN Funding ~ “We’ve ... re-engaged the United Nations. We
have paid our bills.” President Obama was able to make this
vital declaration to world leaders gathered at the opening of
the 64th General Assembly because of a major handover of
overdue UN assessments this summer. UNA-USA called this
“a pivotal event because the United States began to fall behind
in its mandatory dues payments just a few years after the his-
toric Helms-Biden agreement provided a total of $926 million
to pay arrears owed to the United Nations and UN specialized
agencies. This new accumulation of arrears in recent years
has threatened to undermine the goodwill engendered by the
Helms-Biden payments and erode the financial stability of the
United Nations.”

This spring, the Obama administration sent Congress an FY
2009 supplemental spending request that included funding
to pay UN peacekeeping arrears accumulated between fiscal
years 2005-2008 and to cover underfunding of current year
UN peacekeeping assessments that threatened to add hundreds
of millions of dollars in new UN arrears. In June, Congress
sent the President a spending bill with $836.9 million for UN
peacekeeping, the full amount requested by the Administra-
tion, to enable the United States to pay off all new UN arrears.
Unlike the 1999 legislation, this funding came with no condi-
tions and was not divided among different organizations. UN
Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations Alain
Le Roy said he was “thrilled” by the decision, which was also
welcomed by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. During a press
conference last month, UN Ambassador Susan Rice said: “As
we call on others to help reform and strengthen the United Na-
tions, the United States has to do its part as well. And we are.
...We’ve worked with Congress to pay our dues in full and
on time. And thanks to the strong support of Congress, we’ve
been able to clear US arrears....We’ll meet our 2009 obliga-
tions on the peacekeeping budget in full.”

In her September remarks, Rice also looked forward to the fis-
cal year 2010 budget, which began October 1. She pointed out
that the United States would be able to pay its dues in full and
“keep current” for the UN’s peacekeeping and regular budgets
if the Administration’s FY 2010 budget request is funded in
full. The Administration’s request is working its way through
Congress.




News Bites from UN Wire

(www.smartbrief.com/un_wire/) selected by Bruce Stedman

7/20/09 ¢ A newly published account of life in the North Korean
gulag, compiled from the testimony of former prisoners and guards,
reveals with new clarity the ghastly conditions under which political
prisoners live in the secretive state. Given just one set of clothes and
no undergarments or sanitary napkins, prisoners are forced to work
12 to 15-hour days on a diet of corn and salt. The North Korean
gulag has been running for twice as long as the Soviet gulag and 12
times as long as the Nazi concentration camps (Washington Post).

7/23 o US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and North Korea’s
foreign minister traded sharp rebukes, with the North Korean gov-
ernment calling Clinton alternatively a “primary schoolgirl” and a
“pensioner” after Clinton described North Korea’s leadership as
“unruly children”. North Korea delivered its statement at a meeting
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, anticipating the arrival
of Clinton, who has rallied the international community against the
isolated rogue regime (Washington Post).

8/06 » Despite the ebullient mood surrounding the safe return of US
television journalists Laura Ling and Euna Lee, the Barack Obama
administration send a stern message to North Korea saying former
US President Bill Clinton’s successful humanitarian mission to North
Korea had no bearing on the broader demands of the international
community.

8/07 » Fewer than half of the people in conflict-ridden countries
know that the Geneva Conventions exist, according to a survey
conducted by the International Committee of the Red Cross. The
ICRC recommends updating the 60-year old conventions to reflect
the fact that most conflicts take place inside countries instead of
between them (Reuters).

8/19 » Norway’s UN ambassador Mona Juul has written a letter
critical of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s leadership as
ineffective, according to Norwegian press reports. “At a time when
the need for the United Nations and for multilateral solutions to
global crises is greater than ever, Ban and the United Nations are
conspicuous in their absence”, the daily Aftenposten quoted Juul’s
letter to the Foreign Ministry as saying (Reuters).

8/26 » The United States should not allow immunity from prosecu-
tion for any personnel charged with participation in torture of terror
suspects, United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi
Pillay says. US authorities have appointed a special prosecutor to
examine allegations of abuse by Central Intelligence Agency person-
nel and contractors as part of anti-terrorism efforts (Reuters).

9/3 » US Officials are looking to forge agreement on a statement or
resolutions backing broad efforts on nuclear nonproliferation and
disarmament ahead of a special United Nations session chaired by
US President Barack Obama on September 24 (Associated Press).

9/4 « For the first time in 17 years, Taiwan will drop its bid to
join the UN — a gesture of goodwill to China and a recognition of
improved ties between the island and mainland. Taiwan never has
secured support within the UN General Assembly for its partici-
pation in the UN, which requires statehood as a qualification for
membership (Reuters).

9/14 » Iran will meet with world powers to discuss its nuclear
program for the first time in a year at the International Atomic
Energy Agency conference, a meeting that could set the agenda for
negotiations that could reduce international tensions in the Middle
East. Representatives from the US, Russia, China, France, Britain
and Germany are expected to be present for a meeting between
the EU’s chief diplomat Javier Solana and Iranian representatives
(Washington Post).

9/17  President Obama announced he will not deploy a radar-based
missile defense shield system planned by his predecessor for Poland
and the Czech Republic. Instead, Obama will develop a system using
proven technology in southern Europe or Turkey for defense against
Iranian missiles. The decision — the largest defense policy reversal
by the Obama administration — pleases Russia but irks allies in
Poland and the Czech Republic (The New York Times).

9/22 » President Barack Obama begins a busy agenda at the UN
General Assembly by joining UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
and 100 other nations for climate talks — where China is expected to
announce new measures to cut carbon emissions (The Guardian).

9/24 « The UN Security Council passed unanimously a resolution
aimed at making it more difficult for nations to withdraw from
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and deterring nations from
transforming civilian nuclear programs into programs designed to
develop weapons — an effort mirrored by simultaneous talks with
Russia about increasing pressure on Iran to maintain a strictly civil-
ian nuclear program. The vote came at a Security Council session
chaired by President Obama (The New York Times).

10/08 » With just two months before world leaders assemble in
Copenhagen to draft a new treaty on climate change, scrutiny of
the Kyoto protocol — the standing binding agreement on carbon
emissions — has flared into a fierce debate. The US, which signed
but never ratified the treaty and refuses to ratify it even under the
Obama administration, argues instead that a new legal framework
should be built to take its place (Agence France-Presse).

10/09 » Nobel Prize authorities said they chose Obama for the change
in international dialogue spurred by his election, an indirect swipe at
the George W. Bush administration (Mail and Guardian).

10/12 = Global food production needs to increase by 70% during
the next 40 years to keep pace with the world’s growing population,
the Food and Agriculture Organization warns. Failure to expand
agriculture in developing countries through investments in infra-
structure improvements and increased access to irrigation systems
could leave as many as 370 million people facing famine by 2050
(BBC and Associated Press).

10/13 » UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on all nations to
renew their commitment to women'’s equality to commemorate the
15th anniversary of a breakthrough 1994 UN session on promoting
women’s education and ending sexual violence. The rights affirmed
during that conference — including a universal right to sexual and
reproductive health — stand as goals instead of reality for many of
the 180 signers, Ban said (The Associated Press).




CALENDAR

5 November - UN Day observance (late) -
Talk by Tad Daley, JD, PhD, “Apocalypse Never:
Forging the Path to a Nuclear-Weapon-Free
World”; 7:30pm, Moulton Union, Bowdoin
College, Brunswick; organized by UNA-Maine
and cosponsored by Bowdoin Model UN Club &
Government Department and by Physicians for
Social Responsibility

5 December - UNA-Maine Annual Meeting -
11:00am - meeting & luncheon; 1pm - guest
speaker: new UNA-USA CEO, Ambassador
Thomas Miller

10 December - Human Rights Day - "The
Reckoning”, film and discussion about the Inter-
national Criminal Court; 7pm, University Events
Room, 7th floor of Glickman Family Library at
USM/Portland; organized by Portland Amnesty
International and cosponsored by UNA-Maine
and the Maine Alliance for the International
Criminal Court (MAICC)

President Barack Obama:

I know that throughout history the Nobel Peace
Prize has not just been used to honor specific
achievement. It’s also been used as a means to
give momentum to a set of causes. ... I do not
view it as a recognition of my own accomplish-
ments but rather as an affirmation of American
leadership on behalf of aspirations held by people
in all nations. ... To be honest, I do not feel that
I deserve to be in the company of so many of the
transformative figures who’ve been honored by
this prize — men and women who have inspired
me and inspired the entire world through their
courageous pursuit of peace. ... I will accept this
award as a call to action.

Maine Chapter of the UNA-USA
PO Box 397
Waldoboro, ME 04572




